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The spiritual rock that followed 
them—There is some difficulty in this verse. 
How could the rock follow them?  It does not 
appear that the rock ever moved from the 
place where Moses struck it.  But to solve this 
difficulty, it is said that rock here is put, by 
metonymy, for the water of the rock; and that 
this water did follow them through the wilder-
ness.  This is more likely; but we have not 
direct proof of it.  The ancient Jews, however, 
were of this opinion, and state that the 
streams followed them in all their journeyings, 
up the mountains, down the valleys, etc., etc.; 
and that when they came to encamp, the 
waters formed themselves into cisterns and 
pools; and that the rulers of the people 
guided them, by their staves, in rivulets to the 
different tribes and families. …  Others con-
tend that by the rock following them we are to 
understand their having carried of its waters 
with them on their journeyings.  … 

Now, though of all the senses already 
given that of Bishop Pearce is the best, yet it 
does appear that the apostle does not speak 
about the rock itself, but of Him whom it rep-
resented; namely, Christ: this was the Rock 
that followed them, and ministered to them; 
and this view of the subject is rendered more 
probable by what is said 1 Corinthians 10:9, 
that they tempted Christ, and were destroyed 
by serpents. —Adam Clarke's Commentary 
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applicable to the Son of God, and expressive 
of his nature, is found in the New Testament 
only in the writings of John, and is used by 
him to denote the higher or Divine nature of 
the Savior.  In regard to its meaning, and the 
reason why it is applied to him—  Whatever is 
meant by the term "Word," it is clear that it 
had an existence before creations.  It is not, 
then, a creature or created being, and must 
be, therefore, uncreated and eternal.  There 
is but one Being that is uncreated, and Jesus 
must be therefore divine.  —Barnes' Notes on 
the New Testament 
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Thanks much for writing and I 

appreciate your kind remarks and 
your prayers.  I understand the lonely 
struggle.  That kind of a struggle is 
normal for those who step away from 
the orthodox view, even if it is the 
orthodoxy of a minority group.  In-
deed, once you realize that the man 

Jesus (not a mere man, you under-
stand) really did have to overcome 
the world just as we must overcome 
the world, it brings things into sharper 
focus.  The fuzziness of a God/man 
is gone and it becomes clear what 
went on back then.  Remember that 
there are quite a few folks who be-
lieve in the one true God of the Lord 
Messiah.  Don’t worry about being a 
“poor” writer, as you say.  Just write 
what is in your heart and it will be 
fine. 

The subject of “free will” is an-
other interesting one.  I think I have 
written on this in the past such that 
“free” is not totally free.  As I see it, 
the “natural man” is not free to 
choose Christ because he will not do 
it.  Both the mind and the heart of the 
natural person (1Cor.2:14, NKJV) 
are against God, and unless God 
supernaturally opens his mind, he will 
continue in his sin.  Only when God 
“enlivens” the heart and prepares it to 
receive the gospel will any of the 
“seed” take root.  As natural humans 
(un-regenerated, unspiritual) we can-
not come to Christ unless the Father 
first draws us.  We are free to do as 
we please except become saved.  
Apart from the Father’s appeal, no 
person can just up and decide one 
day to become saved (Jn.6:44). 

Indeed, our salvation is secure 
in God and we can bank on it, but 
yes, I believe it is possible to lose 
one’s salvation or to turn away from 
God back to the darkness of the 
world. 

My view of election and predes-
tination roughly parallels the Re-
formed view (as explained by R.C. 
Sproul, especially) wherein a person 
cannot save himself and God elects 
to pardon whomever he will with no 
urging on our part.  We are all on 
death row and God picks some to 
receive a pardon and passes over 
others.  The concept of universal sal-
vation is an error.  But I part com-
pany with the Reformed view on 
“once saved, always saved.” 

Take care and God bless you 
both.  , � ��� � � ��� � 	 
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Dear AAE, Thank you so much 

for your kind letter; you are a bless-
ing to us.  Your request for our mate-
rials will be filled and sent via airmail.  
They might come in several pack-
ages, but they will be shipped.  If 
there are any particular subjects you 
would like me to address, or set up a 
study upon, please do not hesitate to 
ask, and I will comply to the best of 

my ability.  Additionally, your name 
and address has been placed on our 
mailing list for all future mailings of 
The Fellowship Commentator.  (A 
number of our studies can be read or 
downloaded from our thoroughly up-
dated and revised website, CFMinis-
tries.org.) 

It is positively amazing to me 
that so many of our readers and 
friends pass our information on to 
others, as one has done for you.  
One time in a USA prison a couple of 
years back, someone dropped one of 
our studies or Commentators into a 
trash can where another prisoner 
found it and wrote to us; he was 
really pleased and felt it was a bless-
ing for him to have found it.  God 
works in mysterious ways.   Some 
might say that's where our writings 
belong (in the trash), but then who 
am I to argue with these folks as long 
as they get distributed!  Glory goes to 
Yahweh and his anointed agent, Je-
sus (Yahshua Messiah). 

I understand the turmoil that you 
are having within your group, espe-
cially respecting the trinitarian major-
ity that, rather than work through the 
issue, has decided to withhold funds 
from the entire ministry in a show of 
sheer power.  How foolish and self-
centered they must be!  I too have 
run into what I define as bigoted indi-
viduals who, for one reason or an-
other, downright refuse to analyze or 
examine the issues because they 
have a vested interest in the status 
quo, or because their doctrines are in 
a lock box.  A few years back one of 
them (a speaker and leader in a local 
COG fellowship group who is still 
there) got nasty and contacted some 
friends of mine in a failed attempt at 
back-stabbing (at least twice) in order 
to get them to dump me as a speaker 
and presenter.  Both speaking events 
were Feast of Tabernacles obser-
vances, as I recall. 

I think this Church of God per-
son became aware of my knowledge 
of his poison-pen activities when one 
of the contacted individuals called 
him on it, but he has not spoken to 
me now in several years, certainly 
not since his last loud and nasty 
comments to my face at one of their 
ªworshipº services.  Should people 
like this guy ever change their theo-
logical positions, they might lose 
money, jobs, or positions of power 
and influence over and among their 
peers.  Vested interests are not very 
good reasons to cling to doctrinal 
positions, even though the positions 
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might have been sincerely accepted 
and adopted in the past, whether or 
not they are sincere right now.  Sin-
cerity does not equate with salvation, 
my good friend.  But this is a hard 
lesson to learn.  This is especially 
true for those who were promised a 
place in God's Kingdom (by some 
man) as powerful and divine Gods 
(even as God is God) themselves, 
and who know, however, in their 
heart of hearts and to their everlast-
ing shame and disappointment, that 
they will never in an eternity attain 
such an exalted status. 

“ These are waterless springs 
and mists driven by a storm; for 
them the nether gloom of dark-
ness has been reserved. 18  For, 
uttering loud boasts of folly, they 
entice with licentious passions of 
the flesh men who have barely es-
caped from those who live in error. 
19  They promise them freedom, 
but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption; for whatever over-
comes a man, to that he is en-
slaved.  20 For if, after they have 
escaped the defilements of the 
world through the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled in them 
and overpowered, the last state 
has become worse for them than 
the first. 21  For it would have been 
better for them never to have 
known the way of righteousness 
than after knowing it to turn back 
from the holy commandment de-
livered to them.  22 It has happened 
to them according to the true 
proverb, The dog turns back to his 
own vomit, and the sow is washed 
only to wallow in the mire”  
(2Pet.2:17-22, RSV). 

I could not have written the first 
two paragraphs of your letter better 
myself—you have said what needs to 
be said.  Thank you for your Ministry 
of Comfort. 

Again, thank you for your bless-
ings upon me and upon my family.  
May the God of all peace, Yahweh, 
bless you and yours and intervene 
with you in your efforts to work won-
ders within your congregation and in 
your area. Sincerely, 

��������, � ��� � � ��� � 	 
 � ������ �
 
�

THE MINISTRY OF COMFORT IS a 
ministry of mercy and of kindness.  It 
is a ministry of service.  It is a minis-
try of "strength"—one of giving 
strength to those among us who are 
downtrodden and weakened by life©s 

onslaughts.  Micah 6:8 tells us, "He 
has shown you, O man, what is 
good; and what does the Lord re-
quire of you but to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with your God?"  (NKJV).  Verses 
6-7 ask questions about personal 
sacrifices of goods we may offer to 
God.  The subject in Micah is burnt 
offerings and calves and atonement 
for sin.  But the principle is clear: God 
is interested in MERCY and he is 
interested in your GIVING mercy. 

Do not expect to receive mercy 
from God if you do not give mercy to 
others, even to those with whom you 
disagree!  God©s response to mercy 
is to give mercy.  On the other 
hand...!  Do you want mercy?  THEN 
GIVE MERCY!  "For judgment is 
without mercy to the one who has 
shown no mercy.  Mercy triumphs 
over judgment"  (Jas.2:13).  (The 
preacher©s job is to comfort the af-
flicted and afflict the comfortable.  
Are you comfortable?  Do you think 
you DESERVE any good thing from 
God?  Why you and not someone 
else?) 

Life is not fair.  We know that.  
But someone serving in the Ministry 
of Comfort can make up for the un-
fairness of life, even if only a little bit.  
The deeds we do, good or bad, are 
permanent parts of our past life.  As 
soon as our good deeds are done, 
they travel into the history book and 
are never forgotten.  They become 
part of our permanent record.  On the 
other hand, when we do evil deeds, 
when we hurt people and rob and 
destroy, when we talk behind their 
backs, and cut and bite one another, 
these deeds also become part of our 
historical record, but God MAY for-
give our evil deeds. 

However, our wrongdoing and 
evils acts are only forgiven when we 
forgive others and when we ask God 
to forgive us in like manner.  But the 
good deeds we do remain as re-
minders to God of a kind heart.  "For 
if you forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, nei-
ther will your Father forgive your 
trespasses"  (Matt.6:14-15).  For-
giveness is not optional.  We will be 
forgiven ONLY as we forgive others. 

HERE IS A RIDDLE: Our good 
deeds or works do not save us, yet 
we are created in Jesus to do good 
works (deeds).  "For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them" (Eph.2:10).  
What happens if we refuse to do 
good works?  God resists the proud 
but gives grace to the humble.  
"What does it profit, my brethren, 
if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works?  Can faith 
save him? ...  Thus also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.  But someone will say, 'You 
have faith, and I have works.'  
Show me your faith without your 
works and I will show you my faith 
by my works ... But do you want to 
know, O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead? ... Do you 
see that faith was working to-
gether with his works and by 
works faith was made perfect? ...  
You see then that a man is justi-
fied by works and not by faith 
only"  (Jas.2:14-24).    

When we lend our strength to 
the weak, we are serving in the Min-
istry of Comfort—we are doing good 
works in faith.  The Greek word 
translated "Comforter" actually 
means "alongside of" or "one called 
alongside to help."  A comforter is an 
intercessor, a pleader of causes, a 
consoler, and an advocate (Gr. para-
cletos G3875).  Are you part of the 
problem or part of the solution?  If 
you are strengthening a brother or 
sister, you are part of the solution.  If 
you are helping to prop up a loved 
one, you are part of the solution.  If 
you are an "encourager," a "con-
soler," an "intercessor," or a "care-
giver," you are part of the solution.  
When we pray for others, we are part 
of the solution and we are participat-
ing in the Ministry of Comfort.  Inter-
cessory prayer is powerful.  God an-
swers intercessory prayer.  This kind 
of prayer is unselfish prayer.   

We minister comfort as well by 
our physical presence.  Sometimes 
just being with a person, sitting in the 
room, or holding a person©s hand is 
sufficient.  Just coming to service and 
singing our hearts out is comforting 
to all.  Indeed, sometimes that is all 
we are able to do.  A phone call is 
inexpensive ministry.  We minister 
comfort by the things we say.  What 
we say has to be tempered by mercy 
and kindness.  Too often people blurt 
out stupid things, such as "Time 
heals all wounds" or "You©ll get over 
it" and the like.  We minister comfort 
by sharing the word of God.  Reading 
to a hurting heart is comforting.  We 
minister comfort by praying.  Inter-
cessory prayer: "Let me pray for you" 
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works like magic.  We minister com-
fort by mobilizing the congregation 
and putting the group to work as ad-
vocates of mercy.  We minister com-
fort by instructing our congregations 
on how to encourage others.  We 
minister comfort by preaching the 
word of God in season and out of 
season.  We minister comfort day-by-
day, building one kind and merciful 
service upon the next. Comfort 
comes in small incremental steps.  
Giant steps are unheard of in the 
Ministry of Comfort.  Consistency is 
key.  The time we devote to the Min-
istry of Comfort is invested time—it is 
not wasted, although sometimes we 
see no immediate results.  Results 
may not be dramatic but results, 
good results, always come from the 
Ministry of Comfort properly imple-
mented (cf. Rom.12:6-8). 

Believers should love mercy and 
comfort one another (cf. 1Thess.4: 
18; 2Thess.2:16-17).   #   FPH 
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“ Now Adam knew Eve his wife, 
and she conceived and bore Cain, 
saying, ‘I have gotten a man with 
the help of the LORD.’  And again, 

she bore his brother Abel”  (Gen.4: 
1-2).��' � � 
 �%
� � � � �� � � � � � 8�From the 
very face of this account it appears 
evident that Cain and Abel were 
twins.  In most cases where a subject 
of this kind is introduced in the Holy 
Scriptures, and the successive births 
of children of the same parents are 
noted, the acts of conceiving and 
bringing forth are mentioned in refer-
ence to each child; here it is not said 
that she conceived and brought forth 
Abel, but simply she added to bring 
forth Abel his brother; that is, as I 
understand it, Cain was the first-born, 
Abel, his twin brother, came next. 
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 �  ( %&K �� �  process of time 
— �� � � � � � � � �  mikkets yamim, at the 
end of days.  Some think the anni-
versary of the creation to be here 
intended; it is more probable that it 
means the Sabbath, on which Adam 
and his family undoubtedly offered 
oblations to God, as the Divine wor-
ship was certainly instituted, and no 
doubt the Sabbath properly observed 
in that family. This worship was, in its 
original institution, very simple.  It 
appears to have consisted of two 
parts: 1. Thanksgiving to God…       
2. Piacular [expiatory, atoning] sacri-
fices.�Ð Adam Clarke©s Commentary 
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