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4 The term Gnosticism comes from 

the Greek gnosis meaning knowledge 
and is now technically used to describe 
an eclectic philosophy of the 2nd century 
AD which was represented by a number 
of differing sects and or divisions of peo-
ple.  The philosophy was constructed out 
of Jewish, Pagan, and Christian ele-
ments, and was due mainly to the inevi-
table contact and conflict between these 
various modes of thought.  It was an at-
tempt to incorporate Christian with Jew-
ish and Pagan ideas in solving the prob-
lems of life.  …  Gnosticism culminated 
… in the glorification of knowledge  … 
regarding knowledge as superior (to faith) 
and as the special possession of a select 
spiritual few.  Hastings Dictionary of the 
Bible, p.297  

5 What Every Christian Should Be-
lieve  by William Evans, pp.15-17, 84 
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6 Theurgy: 1. Supposed divine or supernatural 
intervention in human affairs; 2. magic, sorcery, 
especially that practiced by certain Neo-Platonists 
who professed to work miracles by the intervention 
of beneficent, divine spirits.  Webster. 
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17 Socrates: (470? – 399 BC), an Athenian (Greek) 
idealist philosopher and teacher.  
18 Here you will see a similarity to Herbert W. 
Armstrong’s (WCG) characterization of two Gods 
in a polytheistic family of Gods with “God the 
Word” or “God the Son” being the active God of 
the Old Testament and therefore the intermediary 
between the Supreme Father God and the world.   
19 It is amazing that so many recognizable Chris-
tian teachings can be found in just this one person.  
Certainly, it cannot be denied that the apostle Paul 
(as well as John and Peter) must have known of 
Philo’s writings and that those writings were influ-
ential in the formation of much New Testament 
theology.  They were all contemporaries, evidently, 
and therefore NT writers would have had direct 
access to Philo’s works.   
20 Enc. Britannica 1984, Vol.14, pp.245-47.  
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21 The Law, the Sabbath and New Covenant Chris-
tianity: Christian Freedom under the Teaching of 
Jesus, p.21, by Anthony F. Buzzard, MA (Oxon.), 
MA Th. �  Restoration Fellowship, 2005 Atlanta 
Bible College, www.restorationfellowship.org 
22 Fulfill: 1.fill to the full; 2.Carry out something 
promised; 3.To do something required; 4.To fill the 
requirements of; satisfy a condition; answer a 
purpose; 5.To bring to an end; complete.  Webster 
23 Ibid., The Law, the Sabbath… p.21 
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24 Destroy:  1.To break up, demolish, 2. To put an 
end to, do away with, to neutralize the effect of.  
Webster 
25 ibid., The Law, the Sabbath…  pp.56, 57, 71, 72  
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the…) O. is the branch of metaphysics dealing 
with the nature of being or reality.  Webster 
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36 Athanasius (293?-373), Greek patriarch of Alex-
andria and leading defender of Christian orthodoxy 
against Arianism. 
37 Adapted from Christian History & Biography, 
Issue 85, pp.40-41 


