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| * The term Gnosticism comes from * ) # * 1
* $ 7 ' the Greek gnosis meaning knowledge 9 . 9
6 and Is now technically used to describe | > '
* I . an eclectic philosophy of the 2™ century ’ )
: AD which was represented by a number
of differing sects and or divisions of peo- $ ># >
ple. The philosophy was constructed out . . +0
* of Jewish, Pagan, and Christian ele- " " <0
- ments, and was due mainly to the inevi- ) ) "ok * '
' table contact and confiict between these — |
' various modes of thought. It was an at- g
tempt to incorporate Christian with Jew- (
/sh and Pagan ideas in solving the prob-
! lems of life. ... Gnosticism culminated
5 ' ... In the glorification of knowledge ...
6 = ' regarding knowledge as superior (to faith) 0 - &
| and as the special possession of a select |o* " *
& * ’ . spiritual few. Hastings Dictionary of the ’
’ - Bible,sp.297
B What Every Christian Should Be-
lieve by William Evans, pp.15-17, 84 =
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6 Theurgy: 1. Supposed divine or supematural
intervention in human affairs; 2. magic, sorcery,
especially that practiced by certain Neo-Platonists
who praofessed to work miracles by the intervention
of beneficent, divine spirits. \Webster.
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7 Encyclopedia Britannica, 1984, Vol.8, pp.750-51,
Hellenistic Religions.

8 Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Prac-
tices, Mary Boyce, ©1979, p.1

9 Gnastics and their Remains Ancient and Medi-
aeval, CW. King, 1837 (1942).

10 Dictionary of Religions, John R. Hinnells, ©
1984, pp.361-63
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1 Man's Religions, Third Ed., © 1963, John B.
Noss, p.556
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12 Christianity Today by Todd Hertz, 10/19/2001
13 http://all-souls-day. 123haliday.net/
14 The Nazarite Site, www.nazarite.net
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15 Man's Religions © 1963, John B. Noss, p.555
16 \Wikipedia, Philo
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17 Socrates: (470? —399 BC), an Athenian (Greek)
idealist philosopher and teacher.

18 Here you will see a similarity to Herbert W.
Armstrong's (WCG) characterization of two Gods
in a polytheistic family of Gods with “God the
Word” or “God the Son” being the active God of
the Old Testament and therefore the intermediary
between the Supreme Father God and the world.
191t is amazing that so many recognizable Chris-
tian teachings can be found in just this one person.
Certainly, it cannot be denied that the apostle Paul
(as well as John and Peter) must have known of
Philo's witings and that those writings were influ-
ential in the formation of much New Testament
theology. They were all contemporaries, evidently,
and therefore NT writers would have had direct
access to Philo's works.

2 Enc. Britannica 1984, Vol.14, pp.245-47.
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21 The Law, the Sabbath and New Covenant Chris-
tianity: Christian Freedom under the Teaching of
Jesus, p.21, by Anthony F. Buzzard, MA (Oxon.),
MATh. Restoration Fellowship, 2005 Atlanta
Bible College, www.restorationfellowship.org
2 Fuifill: 1Al to the full; 2.Carry out something
promised; 3.To do something reguired; 4.Tofill the
requirements of; satisfy a condition; answer a
pose; 5.To bring to an end; complete. \Webster
2 |bid., The Law, the Sabbath... p.21
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2 Destroy: 1.To break up, demalish, 2. To put an
end to, do away with, to neutralize the effect of.
Webster

% jhid., The Law, the Sabbath... pp.56, 57, 71, 72
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S , 27 The Law and the Promise, WOG, 1995
% ihjd., The Law, the Sabbath.... pp.29-30 9 ( ;

2 Are OT Laws Still Binding on Christians?, WCG
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29 Barnes@\otes on the New Testament
30 Present Truth Magazine Vol.22
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31 The New Testament and Hellenistic Judaism,
Borgen & Giverson, 1997, pp. 205, 214, 215.
32 As stated by Glenn Beck on his TV program,
Qctober 11, 2006
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33 Developed with help from Christian History &
Biography, Issue 85, Winter 2005, p.39ff, by Lewis
Ayres
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35 Ontology: (onto, to be; logy, science/doctrine of
the..) O. is the branch of metaphysics dealing
with the nature of being or reality. \Webster
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Study: Is Divorce &
Remarriage Sinful?
Write to:
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This newsletter, study, or witing may be freely
copied and distributed by any means including on
the Intemet, providing it is copied in total with no
alterations or deletions. No charge may be levied
on recipients of distributed copies. Brief quota-
tions may be embodied in critical articles and
reviews without breaching copyright.

36 Athanasius (293?-373), Greek patriarch of Alex-

andria and leading defender of Christian orthodoxy
inst Arianism

37 Adapted from Christian History & Biography,

Issue 85, pp.40-41
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