One Hundred Scriptural Arguments
For the Unitarian [One-God] Faith

By: Samuel Barrett, 1825

Boston: American Unitarian Association

This is a must read for those studying the doctrine of the Trinity. The exact date is
not known, but it was written around 1825, long before the merger of the Unitarian faith
with the Universalist movement. The American Unitarian Association was a religious
denomination in the United States and Canada formed of associated Unitarian
congregations. In 1961, it merged with the Universalist Church of America to form the
Unitarian Universalist Ass’n, thereby ceasing to be a defensible unitarian faith. FPH

100 Scriptural Arguments

Unitarian Christians believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God and the Savior of men.
They believe in the divinity of his mission and in the divinity of his doctrines. They believe that the
Gospel which he proclaimed came from God; that the knowledge it imparts, the morality it enjoins,
the spirit it breathes, the acceptance it provides, the promises it makes, the prospects it exhibits,
the rewards it proposes, the punishments it threatens, all proceed from the Great Yahweh. But
they do not believe that Jesus Christ is the Supreme God. They believe that, though exalted far
above all other created intelligences, he is a being distinct from, inferior to, and dependent upon,
the Father Almighty. For this belief they urge, among other reasons, the following arguments from
the Scriptures. [Notice also, the distinct agency of Jesus—he was (is) the agent of God.]

1. Because Jesus Christ is represented by the sacred writers to be as distinct a being from
God the Father as one man is distinct from another. “It is written in your law, that the
testimony of two men is true. /a7 onewho bears witness of myself, and #7e Faerthat
sent me bears witness of me,” John 8:17, 18.

2. Because he not only never said that himself was God, but, on the contrary, spoke of the
Father, who sent him, as God, and as the o774 God! “This is life eternal, that they might
know you, e only frve Goa, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent,” John 17:3; [cf.
Gal.3:20]. This language our Savior used in solemn prayer to “/7s Father and owrFather.”

3. Because he is declared, in unnumbered instances, to be the So7 of Goa! “And lo, a voice
from heaven, saying, this is my beloved Sor, in whom | am well pleased,” Matt 3:17. Can
a son be coegua/and the samewith his father?

4. Because he is styled #e Cririst or the anomied of Goa! “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power,” Acts 10:38. Is he who anoints the same with him
who is anointed? [The agent cannot be the same as the one who gives the agency.]

5. Because he is represented as a Azest “Consider the ....Ag/h-Friestof our profession,
Christ Jesus,” Heb.3:1. The office of a priest is to #ster io Goal Christ, then, as a
priest, cannot be God.
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Because Christ is Meaiaforbetween the “One God,” and “men.” “For there is one God,
and one Meuolalor berweern God and mer, the man Christ Jesus,” 1Tim.2:5.

Because, as #7e Saviorof men, he was sent by the Fatier|as his agent]. “And we have
seen and do testify that #2e Father sent the Son fo be the Saviorof the world. 1Jn.4:14.

Because he is an Aoostle gooomied by Goa. “Consider the Apostle ... Christ Jesus, who
was faithful to /7 trat goooimieahim,” Heb.3:1, 2.

Because Christ is represented as our /ercessorwith God. “lt is Christ that died, yea,
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 7z4es
/mntercession for us,” Rom.8:34.

Because the /ead/of Christ is God. “I would have you know, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of every woman is the man; and #7e /ead of Christ /s Goa)”
1Cor.11:3.

Because, in the same sense in which we are said to belong to Christ, C/77stis said to
velong fo Goa, “And you are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s,” 1Cor.3:23.

Because Christ says, “My father is greater than all,” John 10:29. Then is not the father
greater than the son?

Because he affirms, in another connection, and without the least qualification, “A% Fater
/s greater than / “John 14:28

Because he virtually aermes that se /s Goa, when he exclaims, “Why do you call 77e Good?
There is none good but o77¢, that is God,” Matt.19:17.

Because our Savior, after having said, “| and my Father are one,” gives his disciples
distinctly to understand that he did not mean ore subsiance, equal in power and glory, but
oneonly in aecrionand aesgr, &c; as clearly appears from the prayer he offers to his
Father in their behalf, --“that #2ey a/ may be orne as you, Father, are /7 me, and /7 you,
that they also may be ore /77 vs” John 17:21 [cf. Mk.12:29; Rom.3:30].

Because the Fatseris called the God of C/r7stas he is the God of Crvistians. “Jesus said
to her ....Go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father and your Father;
and to 77y God'and your Goa” John 20:17.

Because an Apostle says of God, in distinction from the “Lord Jesus Christ,” that he [God]
is the “or7/yPotentate,” and that he “o7z4/has immortality,” 1Tim.6:15, 16.

Because it is the express declaration of the same Apostle, that the Fa#ieris the orne Goa)
and there /s 7one other: “Though there be that are called Gods, whether in heaven or in
earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) yet %o us #ere /s but one Goa, e Fatrer,
of whom are all things,” 1Cor.8:5, 6.

Because the power which Christ possessed was, as him affirmed, g/iez7to him. “All power
is grverzunto me,” &c., Matt 28:18.
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Because he positively denies himself to be the author of his miraculous works, but refers
them to the Aa#7er; or the holy spirit of God. “The Fa#rerthat dwells in me, Zedoes the
works,” John 14:10. “If | cast out devils &y #1e spirit of Goa!” &c., Matt.12:28 [Ref: KOG].

Because he distinctly states, that these works bear witness, not to /s owr power, but that
the Fathier nad sent /1m, John 5:36.

Because he expressly affirms that the works were done, not in his own, but in his Fa#7er’s
name, John 10:25.

Because he asserts, that “him has God the Fatrer sealea” i.e. fo God e Farerhe was
indebted for his credentials, John 6:27.

Because he declares that he is not the author of his own doctrine. “My doctrine is 7707/
/e, but his that sent me,” John 7:16, 17.

Because he represents himself as having been #structed by the Father. “ As my Father
ras taugnt me, | speak these things,” John 8:28.

Because he refers /varableto the Fatreras the orginof the auifiornty by which he spoke
and acted. “The Father has grier7to the Son authority,” & c., John 5:26, 27.

Because he acknowledges his dependence on his heavenly Father for example and
direction in all his doings. “The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father
do,” John 5:19. “The Father loves the Son, and s/7ows him all things that himself does”
John 5:20.

Because he says “/seek rot rmy owr glory, but / sonor my Faiher;” John 8:49, 50.

Because he declares, “If | honor 7zpse/ my honor is nothing: it is 77y Faiierthat honors
me,” John 8:54.

Because an Apostle declares that Christ dwelt all fullness, because /f so pleased e
Father, Col.1:19.

Because Christ is uniformly represented in the Scriptures, not as the or77ary, but the
intermediate, cause of all things relating to our salvation. “One God, /e Father, of whorm
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, &y w07 are all things, and we by
/" 1Cor.8:6.

Because he declares, “I have not come of myself” into the world, “for | proceeded forth and
came from God,” John 8:42; 7:28. Jesus knowing... that he came 7om Goa, and went to
Goa” &c., John 13:3.

Because he affirms that he /ad not the adisposa/of the highest p/acesin his own kingdom.
“To sit on my right and on my left /s 7707 e fo give, but it shall be given to them for whom
it is prepvared of my Fatrer;” Matt.20:23.

Because our Savior, referring his disciples to a future time, when they would understand
more accurately concerning him, expressly declares that #7¢/7they would know him to be
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entrely dependentupon the Father. “When you have lifted up the Son of man (i.e.
crucified him), then shall you know that | am he (i.e. the Messiah), and that /oo not/nng of
myse/; but as my Famier has tauyghit me, | speak these things," John 8:28.

Because our Savior always professed to have 770 wi/ of /s owr, but to be ever entirely
guided’and governedby the will of his heavenly Father. “For | came down from heaven,
not to do #z7e owr? wi7, but the will of him that sent me.” John 6:38. [Actually, Jesus
himself did not “come down” from heaven—he was born on the earth, Matt.1:18ff.]

Because he expressly denies that he is possessed of Divine attribute of /7ogoenaer?
existence. “As the living Father has sent me, and //ve by e Father” &c., John 6:57

Because he expressly disclaims the possession of the Divine attribute of w7-aerved
existence. “As the Father has life in himself, so has he gries7to the Son to have life in
himself,” John 5:30.

Because he positively denies that he is possessed of the Divine attribute of ommporernce
“I can of mine own self do nothing,” John 5:30.

Because he expressly disclaims the possession of the Divine attribute of ozvrscrernce.
“But of that day and that hour A77omwsno man, no, not the angels which are in heaven,
neither #7e Sor, but my Father onjy,” Matt.24:36, Mark 13:32.

Because Christ is said in the Scriptures to have been “Zempred of the devi” Matt.4:1. But
“God can rnorbe tempted with evil.” James 1:13.

Because it is related of our Savior, that “he continued all night in prayerto God,” Luke
6:12. Why should Christ thus pray, if he himself were God?

Because, in presence of a numerous company before the resurrection, /se gave tanks fo
e Father for having heard fiim. “Father, | thank you that you have heard me, and | knew
that you hear me always,” John 11:41, 42.

Because Jesus besoughit /nis Father to glorty fim. “And now, O Father, glorty thou me
with thyself with the glory which | had with thee before the world was,” John 17:5. The
being who prayed to God to glorify him, cannot /fvimse//be God.

Because he z7p/oredthat, if it were possible, the bitter cup might pass from him, adding,
“Nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will,” Matt 26:39.

Because he said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Matt 27:46. Can /e
whio uttered s be the Supreme Goad? [No.]

Because he never paid his adoration to himself, the Son, nor to the Ao} G/osz as he
should have done had the Son and the Holy Ghost been God! but always fo te Father.

Because he never instructed his disciples to worship /Zz7se/for the Aoy Grost but the
Father, and the Father o724. “When you pray, say Our Fa#erwhich is in heaven,” Luke
11:2. “In that day, you shrai ask me not/nng. Whatsoever you ask of the Father in my

name,” &c., John 16:23. “The hour comes and now is, when the true wors/poers sral
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worshp the Faterin spirit and in truth; for #7e Faifierseeks such to worship him,” John
4:23.

Because it was not the practice of the Apostles to pay religious homage to Christ, but to
God'the Father #roug/Christ. “l thank God #7oug/Jesus Christ,” Rom.7:25. “To God
onjywise, be glory #roug/7Christ,” Rom.16:27. “I bow my knees unto the Fa#erof our
Lord Jesus Christ,” Eph.3:14.

Because St. Peter, immediately after being filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, thus addressed the Jews: “You men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man ggoroved of God among you by miracles, and wonders, and signs which
God aora by /i, in the midst of you, as you yourselves also know him, being delivered by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucified and slain; w/orm God /as raised yo,” &c., Acts 2:22-24.

Because St. Paul expressly states, that “a/ #ungs are of Goa, who has reconciled us to
himself 6y Jesus Christ,” 2Cor.5:8.

Because the same Apostle gives “thanks /o Goa/ who giveth us the victory #roug/7our
Lord Jesus Christ,” 1Cor.15:57.

Because it is said that it is “/o #7e glory of God the Father;,” that “every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord,” Phil.2:11.

Because the Scriptures affirm that “Christ glored not Himse//to be made a high priest, but
He (glorified him) who said to him, You are my Son, this day have | begotten you,” Heb.5:5.

Because it is expressly asserted that God' gave fo Christthe Revelation which was made to
the author of the Apocalypse, Rev.1:1.

Because an Apostle speaks of Christ as oy as #e /mage of God. “Who is the image of
the image of the invisible God,” Col.1:15; 2Cor.4:4. It would be absurd to call anyone /s
owr 11mage.

Because Christ is stated to be “the #77s7-borr0f every creature” Col.1:15.
Because he is said to be “the beginning of the creasiorof God,” Rev.3:14.

Because the Scriptures affirm, in so many words, that “Jdesus was /maoe a little /owerthan
the angels,” Heb.2:9. Can God become lower than his creatures?

Because Peter declares that “ C/ir7s? rece/ved rom God the Father hornor and glory; when
there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, this is my beloved son,” &c., 2
Peter 1:17.

Because it is represented as necessary that the Savior of mankind should “6e /made /ke
unito /s brethrern, "Heb.2:17.

Because, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, Christ is compared wit/r Mosesin a manner that
would be impious if he were the Supreme God. “For this man (Christ) was counted worthy
of more glory than Moses, inasmuch,” &c., Heb 3:3.
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Because he is represented as being the servariz, [the agent], the c/oser, the beoved of
God, and the recipient of God’s spirit. “Behold, my servant, whom | have chosen, in whom
my soul is well pleased; | will put my spirit upon him,” &c., Matt.12:18.

Because he himself expressly declares that it was in consequence of /s domng whar
preased the Fatrerthat the Father was wi/z /Him and aiad rnot reave /vim alone. “He that sent
me is wi/7 /me, the Father has not left me alone, for | do always those things that please
him,” John 8:29.

Because he is said to have “/creasec’in wisdom, and in favor with Gog’and man,” Luke
2:52.

Because he speaks of himself as one who had recesved cormmarnasfrom the Father. “The
Father, who sent me, he gave /7ea commandment,” John 12:49.

Because he is represented as obeyigthe Father, and as having been “obedient unto
death,” Phil.2:8. “Even as the Father said unto me, so | speak,” John 12:50. “I have kept
my Father’'s commandments,” John 15:10.

Because Christ Zearned obearernce by the things he suiferea” and through sufferings was
maae perrect by Goo, Heb.5:8.

Because he is spoken of in the Scriptures as the 7757 bo0r77 amorng many brethren.
Rom.8:29. Does God have God &rerren?

Because Christ calls everyone who obeys God his &rotzer. “Whosoever shall do the will of
my Farerin heaven, the same is 77y Ororier; "Matt.12:50. [Does God have brothers?]

Because he offers to the faithful the like distinction and honor that himself has with the
Father. “To him that overcomes will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also
overcame, and am sit down with my Father in his throne,” Rev.3:21.

Because God/ in the later ages, has spoken &y /s Sorn, and gopornted /i heir of all
things, Heb.1:2.

Because Christ is styled #7e /rst-begotiern of the deaa, Rev.1:5.

Because it is declared that God' raised /vim 7rom the deaad. “This Jesus has God raised up,
whereof we are all witnesses,” Acts 2: 32, Rom.10:9, 10

Because God poured out upon the Apostles the Holy Spirit, #roug/ Jesus Chrisz Tit.3:6.
Because the reason assigned for the Holy Spirit not having been received earlier, is that
Jesus was rnot then gloried. “The Holy Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was
not yet glorified,” John 7:39.

Because it is affirmed that Christ was exa/ed by God'to be a Prince and a Savior, Acts
5:31.

Because God /7aa0ethat same Jesus, who was crucified, both Lord and Christ, Acts 2:36.
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Because God gave /777a name which is above every name, Phil.2:9.

Because Christ was oroamed of Goa'to be the judge of the quick and the dead, Acts 10:42.
Because God will judge the secrets of men &y Jesus Christ, Rom.3:16.

Because all judgment /s commiitecto Christ by e Faiter, John 5:22.

Because our Savior grounds the importance of his judgment solely upon the
circumstances, that it is z7or exciusively /is owrrjudgment which he pronounces, but that of
the Father who sent him. “If | judge, my judgment is true; /or/ am rot alone, but / and te
Father that sent me, “John 8:16.

Because it is said, that, when he was received up into heaven, he “saz o #e righit ana of
Goa” Mark 16:19.

Because Paul affirms, that Christ, even since his ascension, “lives w770 God,” and “lives &y
the power of God,” Rom.6:10; 2Cor.12:4.

Because it is affirmed of Christ, that “when all things shall be subdued under him then shall
the Sor also Himself be subect urfo him that put all things under him, that Goad' may be a//
mah” 1Cor.15:28.

Because the Apostle John asserts that “70 /man /as seenn God'at any time”; which is not
true, if Christ were God.

Because, in the prgofecres of the Old Testament that relate to Christ, he is spoken of as a
being distinct from and inferior to God, Deut.18:15, John 1:45.

Because the Jews never expected that any other than a being distinct from and inferior to
God was to be their Messiah, and yet there is no evidence that our Savior ever so much as
hinted to them that this expectation was erroneous.

Because it does not appear from the Scriptures that the Jews, except in two instances,
ever opposed our Savior on the ground that he pretended to be God or equa/ with Goa,
whereas, had it been his custom to assw7e such identity or equality in his conversation
with a people so strongly attached to the doctrine of the aliz7e wrfyone God], he would
have found himself involved in a perpetual controversy with them on this point, some
traces of which must [should] have appeared in the New Testament [but do not].

Because 77 #ese two mmstances , when charged, in the one case, with making himself God,
and in the other, with making himself equal with God, he pos/tive)y adermes the charges. In
reply to the charge of assuming to be egua/ wit) Goa, he says immediately, “The Son can
do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father do”; and directly after, “| can of my own
self do nothing,” John 5:19, 30. In answer to the charge of maAng frimself Goa, he
appeals to the Jews in substance thus: Your own Scriptures call Moses a god [elohim], and
your magistrates gods [elohim]; | am surely not inferior to them, yet | did not call myself
Goad, but only the Sor7of God, John 10:34-36.
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Because, had his immediate disciples believe him to be the Almighty, would they have
been so /zmzuar with him, have aguedwith him, berrayedhim, aeneahim, 7edfrom him,
and &/ fim fo be aragged fo the cross?

Because the Apostles, after they had been filled with the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost, did not preach that Christ was God; but preached what was altogether
inconsistent with such a doctrine, Acts 2:22; 13:23; 17:3, 31; 22:8.

Because there is no evidence to prove that the first converts to Christianity ever incurred
the imputation of /ab/asyfrom the Jews, as they must have done had they believed and
taught that the Soz;, as well as the Fa#ser; is Yahweh; while it is notorious that this
imputation has been among the most common of the Jewish reproaches against
Christians, since the Trinity became a doctrine of the Church.

Because there are in the New Testament sever/eer7passages, wherein the Faiieris
styled omeor oy Goad, while there is not a single passage in which the Sozzis so styled.

Because there are 320 passages in which the ~a#seris absolutely, and by way of
eminernce, called God; while there is [but one] in which the Son is called “God” [Jn.20:28].

Because there are 105 passages in which the Fa#eris denominated God, with pecuiarny
mgh ties and goithers, whereas the Soris not once denominated.

Because there are 90 passages wherein it is declared that @/ orayers and pra/ises ought to
be offered to him, and that everything ought to be ultimately directed to his Zoror and
g/ory; while of the So/7no such declaration is ever made.

Because of 1,300 passages in the New Testament wherein the word Gocd/is mentioned, not
one necessarily implies the existence of more than ore persorin the Godhead, or that this
one is any other than the Fa#er:

Because the passages wherein the Sor is declared, pos/izvely; or by clearest implication,
to be suborainarte o the Father, aeriving /is bemg 7om /i, receving rom fiim /s avine
power, ana acung i al nngs wholy accoraing fo /7s wiyj, are in number above 300.

100. Because, in a word, the supremacy of the Father, and the inferiority of the Son, is the
simple, unembarrassed, and currentdoctrine of the Bible; whereas, that of their egua/iy or
/oenniyis clothed in mystery, encumbered with difficulties, and dependent, at the best, upon
few passages for support. —Paper edited by F. Paul Haney, CFM
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